
 

 
In Defense of Father Frank Pavone and Priests for Life  

An open letter to all U.S. Catholic Bishops from the  
Pro-Life/Pro-Family leadership in America 

We, the undersigned, represent the leadership of the pro-life/pro-family movement in the United States—from 
many different organizations… from all Christian denominations and political stripes...and from all the various 
battlefronts in the struggle to protect women and their unborn children from the devastating atrocity known as 
abortion.  

In the last few days, we've become aware that the integrity of Father Frank Pavone and Priests for Life is being 
called into question by Fr. Pavone’s Ordinary, Bishop Patrick Zurek of the Diocese of Amarillo, Texas.  

We have carefully examined Bishop Zurek's allegations of financial mismanagement, along with his proposed 
solutions.  

We also have carefully studied Father Pavone’s well-documented and respectful answers to Bishop Zurek’s 
charges, and we have reached the conclusion that we must speak out in defense of Father Pavone at this time.  

First of all, we have personally known and worked closely with Fr. Pavone for decades and have admired him 
as a brave, devout, and stalwart defender of the Christian faith as well as a formidable bulwark against the 
insidious and well-financed pro-death juggernaut.  

Time and again, we have seen Fr. Pavone boldly lead the pro-life movement as a priest who is not afraid to 
speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves.  

We have benefitted immeasurably from Fr. Pavone’s abounding generosity and self-sacrifice on innumerable 
occasions. He never asks us for anything in return. On the contrary, he gives his life for others. He does not 
seek the spotlight, the podium, the pulpit, or the camera. Rather, he is a man so gifted by God that he naturally 
is thrust into a leadership position, as you were when you were chosen to become a successor of the Apostles. 
And far from shirking the duties that come with God-given talents, Fr. Pavone takes up his cross daily and 
inspires others to do the same.  

Father Pavone is also a wise man, and he has surrounded himself with top-level advisors whom he depends on 
to help him maximize the effectiveness of his pro-life ministry. He does not bury his talents or hide his lamp 
under a bushel, but fearlessly proclaims the Gospel of Life from the housetops.  

This is why we recoil at the thought of seeing Fr. Pavone relegated to a convent in Amarillo, Texas. It would be 
a wrongful misuse of his talents, much like the servant in Matthew’s Gospel who was given one talent and 
buried it. When the master returned, he rebuked that servant (calling him "evil") and had him cast into the 
darkness, where there was weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

Father Pavone has not been given one but ten talents, and he has used them wisely to produce ten more. Yes, 
Priests for Life is able to raise millions of dollars to fund the vast scope of their work, but there is nothing sinful 
about being effective when doing the Lord’s work.  

Bishop Zurek also says that Fr. Pavone has attributed a "supreme importance" to his pro-life ministry, and that 
he has an "inflated ego" because he’s "famous."  

We assure you that Fr. Pavone does not have an inflated ego. He is the most humble and selfless servant the 
Church could ask for.  



 

Now, does Fr. Pavone consider his ministry of saving babies from abortion to be of "supreme importance"? 
Absolutely. So do we. That’s why we have similarly devoted ourselves full time to this mission.  

After all, the Church is supposed to love and protect the poorest of the poor above all things. As Our Lord 
taught us, "Love one another as I have loved you." And "Whatsoever you do for the least of these, you do unto 
me."  

These days, no one is more deserving of a full-time priestly advocate than God’s holy innocent children in the 
womb who are targeted for a horrifying death by abortion. The Church eagerly serves the sick, the poor, the 
hungry, and the imprisoned. But where can Fr. Pavone or any of the good priests associated with Priests for 
Life exercise the same kind of full-time nationwide ministry in the Church today?  

And so we feel compelled to seek justice and fairness for Fr. Pavone, with all due respect to his bishop.  

Unfortunately, Bishop Zurek’s actions against Fr. Pavone and Priests for Life have already given rise to an 
unfounded sense of "scandal" in the Church and the pro-life movement - especially after Bishop Zureks’s letter 
to the bishops found its way to the nation’s press.  

We fear that serious harm has been done to Fr. Pavone and Priests for Life. And with the accusations based on 
what we consider are subjective feelings, suspicions, and poor information, this whole affair is puzzling to pro-
lifers.  

After all, it is well documented that Priests for Life has consistently complied with all the norms of financial 
transparency and accountability. They are audited every year by a highly respected independent CPA firm, and 
they have provided all their financial documents to Bishop Zurek ever since he became the Bishop of Amarillo in 
2008 (and before that, to his predecessor, Bishop Yanta).  

Priests for Life also sends their financials and IRS reports to any other bishop who requests them, as well as 
makes them public on the Priests for Life website. The 21 bishops and cardinals on their Episcopal Advisory 
Council always see their financial reports.  

So, for Bishop Zurek to claim that Fr. Pavone and Priests for Life are somehow trying to hide something simply 
doesn’t fit the facts.  

Furthermore, for Bishop Zurek to suggest that you, his brother bishops throughout the United States, advise the 
faithful under your care not to donate any more money to Priests for Life seems harsh and lacks the due 
process afforded every priest.  

In summary, we the undersigned respectfully urge you, as the leaders of the Catholic Church in America, to 
carefully hear Fr. Pavone’s defense against the accusations against him—and then make your own well-
reasoned conclusion.  

We firmly believe that, with a full and proper investigation of the facts, Fr. Pavone and Priests for Life will be 
vindicated, and that you will echo Pilate’s judgment of Jesus: "I find no guilt in this man."  

Let us hope that it’s not too late to stem the tide of corrosive gossip in the media that could tarnish the good 
reputation of a devoted priest who merely wants to end the demonic scourge of abortion in our land, which as 
you know, cries out to heaven for vengeance.  

And be assured of our constant prayers for you as you steer the barque of Peter through this unfortunate and 
untimely storm.  

With humble supplications and the utmost gratitude for your selfless service to the Body of Christ.  
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